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The Society was founded in 1984 and is named in memory of the 
British phonetician and philologist, Henry Sweet (1845-1912).  The 
Society’s interests include the history of the major subject areas of 
linguistics as well as more applied fields, such as writing systems, 
literacy and rhetoric.  Fostering of links with other language 
disciplines, and with neighbouring disciplines such as history, music 
and education, is key to the Society’s mission.

The Society holds an annual Colloquium, which usually takes the 
form of a residential conference in September, or a one-day meeting in 
April, usually in the UK, but sometimes abroad.

Members of the HSS receive the Society’s peer-reviewed Bulletin, 
issued in May and November each year, which contains research 
articles, reviews, reports of conferences, and news of members. The 
editor is always pleased to receive contributions to the Bulletin.

If you are a student or early-career researcher, membership of the HSS 
allows you to apply for conference bursaries from the Salmon-
Verburg Memorial Fund towards the cost of attending an HSS 
colloquium.

The Society also awards an annual prize, the Vivien Law Prize, for the 
best essay in the history of linguistic ideas. The competition is open to 
all currently registered students, and to those who have received their 
PhD or equivalent qualification within the last five years. 

The Society possesses a library of materials relevant to the history of 
linguistic thought and practice.  This is housed at the University of 
York.
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�Recent colloquia in Oxford, Sheffield, Helsinki, 
Amsterdam, Dublin

�Recent Bulletin articles on:

�Max Müller, Bar Hillel, Martinet

�The history of translation, the history of 
grammaticalisation

�Annual essay prize and bursaries for conference 
attendance

For membership information see our website
www.henrysweet.org

Or contact Dr Nicola McLelland
nicola.mclelland@nottingham.ac.uk


